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The lime sandstone of the Sudmerberg
Mountain was the most important natu-
ral building materialforthe city of Goslar
from the 16 ™ to 19 ™ century. Until this
day, it characterises the historic town
centre. The material was used for solid
construction like the dungeon, the for
ti ed gate, the town walls or the towers
of the market church. The quarries at
the Sudmerberg Mountain provided the
sought-after building material until the
1960s.

Sudmerberg cliffs and watch tower around 1900

The whole northern fringe of the Harz
Mountains and the city of Goslar are si-
tuated on top of a tectonic fault line.
Through the reverse fault of the Harz
over its foreland at this tectonic fault
line, the strata of the Mesozoic area (ap-
prox. 252 — 66 million years ago) were
shoved up vertically from their horizon-
tal position for more than 4.000 m.

Sudmerberg Mountain is relatively
young, geologically speaking. It con-
sists of coarse-grained, yellowish lime
sandstone from the late Cretacious pe-
riod (approx. 85 million years ago). The-

se sediments were deposited, when the
foothills of the Harz Mountains were co-
vered by a shallow sea. The many fossil
fragments in the lime sandstone of the
Sudmerberg Mountain are a witness of
this period.

Mining at the Rammelsberg Mountain
brought wealth to citizens of the for
merly free imperial city of Goslar. As a
consequence, there were many milita-
ry con icts, especially with the dukes
of Brunswick. A
system of watch
towers was built
to defend the city.
Soldiers stationed
on the watch tow-
ers used ags or

lightsforsignal ling

and to warn of ap-
proachingenemies.

Only the Malter -
meister Tow er and

the watch tow-

er at the Sudmer -

berg Mountain

have been pre-

served until the

present day. The

latter is also built
from lime sandstone. Its predecessor at
the beginning of the 15 ™ century was
presumably made of wood. During the
Second World War the watch tower on
top of Sudmerberg Mountain was used
for military purposes to observe enemy
aircrafts.

Today, the watch tower is a landmark
and popular destination for local people

from the Sudmerberg district of the city

of Goslar and tourists alike. The chari-
ty “friends of Sudmerberg watch tower”

has the aim to preserve the tower and
make it accessible for visitors.

Dungeon Goslar — built from Sudmerberg limestone

The Regionalverband Harz, based In
Quedlinburg, coordinates Geopark
operations in the southern part of the
UNESCO-Geopark. In order to make
the geological diversity of the Harz re-
gion comprehensible, a network of
Landmarks and Geopoints was deve-
loped. Landmarks like the Rammels-
berg are widely visible or particularly
well-known ground points or places
which are also Geo point In the sur -
rounding area of the Geopark. A leaf-
let is avallable for each of these areas.
Geopoints are points of special inte-
rest. At these points, the geological
history of the area or the evolution of
the cultural landscape are evident and
can be conveyed to visitors. Geopoints
are numbered in sequence within the
region of a Landmark. They can be
combined to constitute an individual
Geo-Route. Sudmerberg Moun tain is
Geopoint In the area of Landmark 3
— Rammelsberyg.
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